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General

Review of Programme standards and practices
A review of Programme standards and practices  (September  2005) has 
taken place. The consultative process was wide-ranging and started in 
September  2008. Publication of an articulated suite of documents is 
scheduled for October  2010. Global school services has reviewed the 
authorization and evaluation processes and the suite of publications 
includes: Guide to school authorization and evaluation, Application for 
candidacy, Application for authorization and Rules for candidate schools.

Expanding access, participation and 
performance in IB programmes
A grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is helping ethnic minority 
students, and those from low-income families, to achieve success in the 
IB Diploma Programme (DP).

The US$2.4m grant will expand IB access and develop new resources for 
Middle Years Programme (MYP) and DP students and teachers. Tools are 
being designed for student assessment to smooth the transition for MYP 
students joining the DP. The materials will be piloted in several school 
districts in the USA.

In March 2010, the IB will bring together a team of MYP and DP specialists 
in four subject areas to begin developing detailed MYP curriculum models 
and a bank of assessment tasks following the design of the DP assessments. 
In addition, the IB will create new professional development resources to 
support curriculum and assessment design for years 4 and 5 of the MYP in 
order to prepare more students for the DP.

Continuum project collaboration with the 
Aga Khan Development Network
A special project to develop teacher support materials, which include Muslim 
history and cultures as a context, has been undertaken in partnership with 
the Aga Khan Development Network. Primary Years Programme (PYP) 
transdisciplinary units of inquiry and MYP units, some of which may be 
interdisciplinary units of work, have been developed and made available to 
the IB community. Intercultural understanding: Exploring Muslim contexts to 
extend learning—Sample PYP and MYP planners (February 2010) are available 
via the online curriculum centre (OCC). Feedback from teachers is invited.

Learner profile support
A meeting in November 2009, convened by the continuum team at IB Cardiff, 
explored how the IB can strengthen support to schools to integrate the 
learner profile across all programmes. A publication is being developed. 
Schools are invited to submit samples of effective practices they have 
developed to myp@ibo.org or via the learner profile forum on the OCC.
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MYP publishing guides in other 
languages
A number of documents are being translated by the IB and 
published in languages other than English, Spanish, French 
and Chinese. The MYP Language A guide (January 2009) was 
published on the OCC in March 2010 in Arabic and German. 
The Russian version will be published in June 2010. All MYP 
guides will be available in Arabic by the end of 2010.

The following documents will be published in Japanese 
during 2010.

•	 Guidelines for developing a school language policy

•	 MYP: From principles into practice

•	 Language A guide

•	 Personal project guide

•	 Programme standards and practices

New “IB Teacher Awards” page on 
the OCC
A new support area has been launched on the OCC for 
participants undertaking IB-recognized courses of study 
linked to the IB  teacher awards, and for those who have 
registered for either of the two awards. The “IB  Teacher 
Awards” page has been developed for participating students 
and award holders to share ideas and insights gained through 
their studies. It will also become a useful tool for sharing 
research abstracts and findings, and promoting discussion 
around the issues raised. Teacher education services will be 
issuing level 1 and level 2 award forum passwords to students 
and award holders in due course.

It is hoped that the new “IB Teacher Awards” page will facilitate 
and encourage collaborative working practices within the 
IB teacher awards community. To find out more about the 
IB teacher awards, visit the new OCC support area: “IB Teacher 
Awards” or visit http://www.ibo.org/programmes/pd/award.

Billing arrangements in schools
Coordinators are reminded to update the arrangements for IB 
billing on IBNET/IBIS, with particular attention to identifying 
the appropriate school contact.

Number of MYP schools
As of March 2010 there were 766 IB World Schools offering 
the MYP (including partner schools) in 75 countries. A list of 
schools that have been authorized since the November 2009 
issue of MYP Coordinator’s notes can be viewed on the IB’s 
website at http://www.ibo.org. A directory of all IB World 
Schools is also available on the site.

Of the 766 IB  World Schools offering the MYP, 141 are 
authorized to also offer both the PYP and the  DP. See 
diagram 1 for a breakdown.

Diagram 1
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MYP committee
The MYP  committee meets annually at IB  Cardiff. The 
MYP committee consists of IB staff and school representatives 
from all regions of the IB. Issues that need to be addressed 
between meetings are discussed via email, teleconferences, 
and so on. Full details of the terms of reference for the 
MYP  committee can be found in the “B2” section of the 
MYP Coordinator’s handbook 2009–2010 (August 2009). The most 
recent face-to-face meeting took place on 18–19 February 2010. 
A virtual meeting will take place on 15–30 September 2010. 
The next meeting will take place on 17–18 February 2011 in 
Maryland.

The chair of the committee is Dr Julie Martel, principal at 
Pacific Beach Middle School in California, USA.

For 2010, the schools’ representatives to the committee are 
listed below.

•	 IB Africa, Europe, Middle East: Mike Weston, International 
School Groningen, the Netherlands

•	 IB Asia-Pacific: Werner Paetzold, Bali International School, 
Bali, Indonesia

•	 IB Americas: Heather Lapper, Glenlyon Norfolk School, 
British Columbia, Canada

News

MYP: Avoiding the gap
The MYP team at IB Cardiff has been working on a project 
called “MYP: Avoiding the gap” over the last 1–2 years, the aim 
of which is to investigate the MYP as a preparation for the DP. 
The project focuses on an inquiry into the implementation of 
the MYP.

A project team created recommendations that have informed 
the development of a detailed action plan. Three areas of 
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those recommendations are discussed below: assessment 
review; curriculum review processes; and programme 
awareness and recognition.

Assessment review
The review of MYP assessment is centred on the moderation 
and monitoring of assessment processes. It aims to increase 
reliability while also examining ways in which more schools 
can be encouraged to moderate using the current processes. 
The MYP assessment model currently demonstrates high 
validity but low reliability. High validity will continue to be 
assured by ensuring that prescribed moderation tasks allow 
students to demonstrate understanding in a wide variety 
of ways. Although an internally assessed model can never 
provide the highest reliability, the aim of the proposed 
changes to MYP assessment is to increase it as much as 
possible.

In years 3–5, the moderation process will develop so that all 
MYP schools will moderate assessment, and samples of work 
will be randomly selected by the IB. These two changes are 
essential for increasing reliability. Additionally, processes 
such as this will mirror those of internal assessment in the 
DP. Costs will be reduced drastically by using e-coursework 
technologies, online training modules for moderators, and by 
spreading the cost across more schools. The resulting increase 
in standardization of assessment across MYP schools globally, 
and the increased visibility of the MYP certificate will help to 
develop awareness and recognition of the programme. This 
direction has been recommended by the MYP committee 
(February 2010). Schools are advised to check each edition 
of MYP Coordinator’s notes for the latest developments in this 
review. The future moderation process will be completely 
different to the current one, but details of procedures and 
costs will only become available after further research and 
then piloting with schools.

The initial comparison of MYP–DP grades for MYP 2007 and 
DP 2009 students look promising, although the MYP figures 
reflect only the small number of MYP schools that moderate. 
See the table below.

The MYP team will be working towards greater consistency 
of assessment criteria across subjects, in addition to 
investigating the development of interim criteria to support 
the published interim objectives for years 1 and 3.

Curriculum review processes
To increase the quality assurance of curriculum review, the 
MYP team is adding new processes during 2010. By mirroring 
the processes of the DP team, each MYP curriculum review 
will go through a review by the MYP committee after the 
research phase and after the guide-writing phase. Current 
research and thinking in the subject areas will be further 
assisted by the recently appointed cross-programme research 
manager who will be involved in the subject reviews. Guides 
have been undergoing mini-reviews in the last three years, 
with shorter versions published. The purpose of these 
reviews is to allow for the synchronization of curriculum 
review cycles for all subject areas in both the MYP and the DP, 
where possible. All curriculum reviews include staff from each 
of the three IB programmes. In synchronizing subject reviews, 
there will be greater articulation between the programmes. 
Guides that have not undergone reviews in the last few 
years have been republished as shorter guides to reduce 
the repetition of information from MYP: From principles into 
practice (August 2008).

Programme awareness and recognition
The IB Middle Years Programme: A guide for universities and 
governments brochure was published in September 2009. 
It of fers both universities and governments a more 
detailed overview of the MYP. It is specifically targeted 
at those stakeholders who are influential in local and 
government authorities, and who can support and aid in 
the implementation of the MYP. It will raise the profile of 
the MYP and add depth and recognition to a programme 
that is gaining in strength and numbers on a global level. 
The brochure will be sent to all IB World Schools and will be 
available from regional offices. In addition, it will be available 
through the “Information for universities and governments” 
page on the IB public website.

2007 2008 2009

Result DP All candidates MYP All candidates MYP All candidates MYP

Pass rate 79.3% 85.6% 79.1% 87.2% 78.8% 87.7%

Students 
achieving 40+ 6.0% 6.3% 6.1% 8.1% 5.4% 6.9%

Pass rate 
Bilingual 
Diploma 25.3% 35.2% 25.4% 37.7% 24.5% 36.6%
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MYP command terms
A recommendation from the “MYP: Avoiding the gap” project 
was to provide schools with documentation that would allow 
them to better understand the relationship between the MYP 
and the DP. One of these relationships relates to the use of 
the IB Diploma Programme command terms. As a result, the 
MYP team is working on a document that will explore the 
relationship between the DP command terms and their role 
in the MYP. This document aims to provide MYP schools with 
a standardized and comprehensive list of command terms 
and guidance for their use in teaching and learning. This 
publication is scheduled for December 2010.

Significant concepts
The rewritten Evaluating unit planners rubric document will 
be published on the OCC in the Coordinator support material 
in August 2010 (see below). Educators are constantly refining 
and developing understandings. In the same way, the 
MYP team has evaluated the advice given within the current 
document published on the OCC in respect of unit planning 
and developing significant concepts, and have further refined 
this text.

In the MYP, the significant concept is considered the big idea 
of the unit that brings focus and depth, and leads students 
towards enduring understandings. Upon consideration of the 
subject-specific content and concepts to be taught in an MYP 
unit, it is very likely that one big idea or concept will emerge. 
In order to articulate the big idea as a significant concept it 
is important that teachers understand what constitutes a 
significant concept in the MYP.

The signif icant concept(s)  identi f ies the essential 
understandings that students should retain in the future, 
and that become the notions and principles applied to 
solve problems and issues relevant to their lives. Significant 
concepts are timeless and universal (Erickson  2008), and 
refer to a big idea that is “an abstract, transferable concept, 
theme or process at the heart of a subject. It gives meaning 
and connection to discrete facts and skills.” (Wiggins and 
McTighe, 1998)

Erickson (2008) demonstrates this point by explaining that 
there are two types of concepts: the first type arising from 
the subject material, and the other drawn out of the subject’s 
craft, the features and processes of the subject. In literature 
she gives the example of the concepts of family, love, 
conflict arising out of the themes of literature, whereas other 
concepts are drawn from the writer’s craft, for example, when 
character, symbolism, allegory, foreshadowing are used to 
convey meaning or create effect.

Concepts are not skills; skills are the tools to help students 
engage with, and respond to, the concepts. In the MYP a 
significant concept may present itself as a theory, a principle, 
a generalization, or a process.

When developing a unit, the teacher will start by considering 
all the concepts that will be taught. By listing these concepts, 
teachers will reflect upon the underlying (or overarching) 
concept that they want their students to remember and 
apply in the long term. Significant concepts can transcend 
the subject to become macro -concepts, and could 
possibly be used in other subjects, making for an authentic 
“interdisciplinary connection” for an MYP unit of study. Where 
this occurs it provides an opportunity for other subject area 
teachers to collaborate more easily in the creation of an 
interdisciplinary unit.

References have been made to the following books.

•	 Erickson, H.L. 2008. Stirring the Head, Heart, and Soul. 
Thousand Oaks, California. Corwin Press.

•	 Wiggins, G. and McTighe, J. 1998. Understanding by Design. 
Alexandria, VA. Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development.

Developing modified assessment 
criteria
The MYP provides a framework of aims, f inal (year  5) 
objectives and assessment criteria for each subject group, 
that act as a reference point for schools to develop their 
curriculum. This framework focuses on knowledge, 
conceptual understandings, skills and attitudes to be 
developed with students by the end of the programme. The 
assessment criteria allow teachers to measure and assess the 
level of student success in reaching the objectives of each 
subject group. It is important to notice that there is a direct 
correspondence, or alignment, between each assessment 
criterion with each corresponding final objective: objective A 
is aligned with criterion A, objective B with criterion B, and 
so on. This correspondence, or alignment, is an important 
aspect to consider when developing interim objectives and 
modifying assessment criteria for years 1–4.

The year 5 MYP objectives and assessment criteria are already 
aligned, but schools must develop a coherent framework of 
interim objectives and aligned modified assessment criteria 
for years 1–4 of the programme. The MYP provides schools 
with examples of interim objectives for years 1 and 3 for all 
subject groups; these are published as appendices to the 
subject guides on the OCC. Schools may use these examples, 
or may choose to develop their own interim objectives for 
years 1–4.

When developing modified assessment criteria for years 1–4 
of the programme, schools should refer to the “Assessment” 
section in MYP: From principles into practice (August 2008). This 
section (specifically page 45 in the PDF version) explains the 
rationale for developing modified criteria and the importance 
of aligning the modified criteria with the interim objectives. It 
also lists points teachers must follow when modifying criteria 
and aligning with interim objectives (see page 46 of the PDF 
version).
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The following aspects of developing modified criteria are 
emphasized.

•	 Assessment criteria should be modified in years 1–4 of the 
MYP. This is best done through the use of rubrics.

•	 It is vital that the modified assessment criteria should be 
developed from the interim objectives, whether these 
are the published exemplar interim objectives or interim 
objectives developed by the school. Any modification of 
criteria must stem from, and be aligned with, modified 
objectives.

•	 Every strand of each interim objective must be represented 
in the modified criteria. The year 5 assessment criteria in 
the subject groups should be used as a model for how the 
strands of the objectives are represented in the criteria for 
that subject.

•	 Modification in years 1–4 can involve changing or defining 
the language in the level descriptors to make it more 
comprehensible to students and to adjust the achievement 
level expected of students.

•	 The words in bold in the level descriptors indicate the 
difference between the achievement levels in each 
assessment criterion. The gradation in the value statements 
in each of these levels should remain the same and should 
clearly differentiate degrees of achievement.

•	 Both the words in bold and in plain font in the criterion 
level descriptors can be changed.

•	 Assessment criteria cannot be modified in year 5 of the 
MYP but can be clarified (task-specific clarification), making 
the criteria specific to a unit of work. For example, in arts it 
is expected that criteria A and B would be clarified for the 
unit of work they are being used to assess.

Schools are encouraged to post queries, share examples and 
engage in further discussion of the above on the OCC. MYP 
coordinators may seek further advice from IB Cardiff staff.

History of the MYP
The history of the DP has been well documented over the 
last 42 years. However, there has been little written about the 
history and development of the MYP. The History of the Middle 
Years Programme will be published in September 2010.

MYP and the IB Virtual Community
In August  2010, the IB Virtual Community (IBVC) will be 
launched (see http://blogs.ibo.org/dsi/). This customized 
private online learning community for IB students, educators, 
alumni, volunteers and other stakeholders, will connect 
people in the IB world regardless of geographic, linguistic 
or cultural differences in a safe, collaborative and digital 
environment. There will be different communities for MYP 
students and educators.

To test this online environment, a group of MYP educators have 
been participating in two pilot projects on the IBVC. In the 

summer of 2009, 20 MYP teachers worked collaboratively on 
unit planners. By creating a group on the IBVC environment, 
they uploaded unit planners from their schools in a media 
section, changed them into wikis, and constructively 
evaluated them in forums. It was a good experience for 
teachers to work on and receive feedback about each 
other’s unit planners and to have the experience of working 
in a digital environment. It has shown the possibilities for 
collaboration within and between schools. Currently, a 
group of 12  librarians from around the world are working 
collaboratively on the creation of documents that could be 
used in future MYP guides. The differences between both 
groups show the variety of possibilities the IBVC will offer for 
collaboration between people involved in the MYP and the 
other IB programmes.

MYP on Twitter!
MYP is now on Twitter. Members of the MYP community 
who are on Twitter can follow us at IBMYP. The advantage of 
Twitter is that automatic updates about the MYP can be sent 
directly to your email or even your mobile phone. This is only 
possible if you already have an account or you now sign up 
to have a Twitter account. If you choose not to have a Twitter 
account, you can still read the updates by going to http://
twitter.com/IBMYP.

Classical languages in the MYP
Schools will be able to register students for certification 
in classical languages (for example, Latin, ancient Greek, 
ancient Hebrew) from 2010–2011. The classical language will 
appear on student records of achievement as a language B. 
However, it is important to note that this must be in addition 
to a modern language B. For example, students may enter 
for French B and Latin B, but not only Latin B. For details on 
criteria to use, and registering for moderation, please see the 
“Moderation and monitoring of assessment” section of this 
document.

Human ingenuity: An overview of IB 
thinking
This article was published on the OCC in July 2009 and can 
be found as a news item. It explores the idea of human 
ingenuity across the programmes and investigates how each 
programme model addresses human ingenuity. The article 
analyses the relationship between PYP transdisciplinary 
themes, MYP areas of interaction and DP theory of knowledge.

Opening classroom doors project
This project aims to improve the quality and impact of 
IB professional development by providing teachers with 
opportunities to observe good MYP teaching practices. The 
IB has documented teaching and learning in five MYP schools. 
The featured schools are in China, Canada, the Netherlands, 
the United States and Australia. For each school, the IB will 
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present video footage, audio recordings, photographs and 
teacher planning materials, and assessed student work. 
The examples will explore the entire process of planning, 
implementing and reflecting on one unit of work. The IB 
is in the final stages of video production and is currently 
developing a website to feature the library of examples. The 
materials will be available to IB workshops and to IB teachers 
in July/August of 2010.

Curriculum development

Republishing guides with interim 
objectives
All  eight MYP subjec t guides were republished in 
February  2010. They now contain the published interim 
objectives as appendices. No content was changed from that 
already published (except for the new Sciences guide).

New Sciences guide
The new Sciences guide (February  2010), which includes 
examples of interim objectives, and the Sciences teacher 
support material are now available on the MYP “Sciences” 
page of the OCC. This guide is for first use in schools from 
September 2010 or January 2011, depending on the start 
of the school year. Please note that the new revised criteria 
are for first use in final assessment in June 2011 (northern 
hemisphere) and December 2011 (southern hemisphere).

The new Sciences guide is the result of a “mini curriculum 
review” that took place in 2007–2008 to synchronize the 
curriculum review cycle of MYP  sciences and DP  group  4 
experimental sciences. No major changes have been made 
to the aims, objectives and assessment framework. The 
main focus of the mini-review was to clarify and improve the 
guide, and to make it more user-friendly for teachers and 
students. MYP sciences has now begun a new review cycle 
for the publication of a new revised guide in 2014. Teachers 
interested in participating in this review should send their CV 
and a letter of intention to myp@ibo.org. Any comments or 
questions on the guide or support materials should be sent 
to myp@ibo.org.

Sciences-specific information
Important: The piece of writing generally referred to as 
the “one world assignment” or “one world essay” could 
take the form of a presentation (oral, PowerPoint® or 
multimedia) provided the task allows students to effectively 
reach the highest levels of criterion A. For the submission 
of oral and multimedia presentations to be acceptable, a 
written transcript of the presentation must accompany the 
work.

A common assessment task (such as a single piece of 
writing or one world essay, or a scientific investigation) can 
be presented for moderation for more than one science 

subject within the subject group (for example, for physics, 
chemistry and/or biology) provided the following conditions 
are met.

•	 Teachers of the different science subjects involved work 
collaboratively in the design of the task.

•	 The task allows students to develop the knowledge, skills, 
concepts and understanding expected from the sciences 
subjects involved.

•	 Teachers ensure that internal standardization is used 
to provide a common system for the application of the 
assessment criteria.

•	 Teachers make a note in the background information 
folder of the use of a common task and include copies 
of the task in the moderation samples of the respective 
science subjects.

Unit planners on the OCC
Examples of MYP unit planners are now available on the OCC 
on the “Implementation of the programme” page. The unit 
planners are examples developed by teachers in schools. 
These planners are working documents that teachers will 
constantly revise and improve as a result of the process of 
teaching and learning.

The purpose of sharing these examples is to develop teachers’ 
understanding of the process of planning by providing them 
with further ideas and concrete examples of the various 
aspects of the planner. Teachers are also encouraged to look 
at planners from other subject groups and in other languages 
to develop a deeper understanding of how significant 
concepts, areas of interaction (statement, focus, expectation) 
and MYP unit questions are being developed and addressed 
by the different subject groups. It is important to note that 
some unit planners include an “Ongoing reflections and 
evaluation” section. This is included where the school has 
demonstrated this aspect of planning.

The examples provided are not only for year 5 of the MYP. 
Therefore, modified objectives and criteria have been used 
in some cases. The MYP aims to expand the unit planner 
resource bank by adding further examples in all languages 
as appropriate. Please direct any comments and/or queries to 
myp@ibo.org.

Interdisciplinary teaching and learning
MYP staff have been working in collaboration with Harvard 
Project Zero (part of the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education) to produce a document that gives guidance 
to schools on interdisciplinary teaching and learning. 
This document combines research from Harvard Project 
Zero (http://www.pz.harvard.edu) with case studies from 
MYP schools.

In the MYP, interdisciplinary learning is generally defined as 
the process by which students come to understand bodies 
of knowledge and modes of thinking from two or more 
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disciplines or subject groups, and integrate them to create a 
new understanding.

In the MYP, interdisciplinary learning seeks to yield 
interdisciplinary understanding. Students demonstrate 
interdisciplinary understanding of a particular topic when 
they can bring together concepts, methods or forms of 
communication from two or more disciplines or established 
areas of expertise to explain a phenomenon, solve a problem, 
create a product or raise a new question in ways that would 
have been unlikely through a single discipline.

Three key qualities of interdisciplinary understanding follow 
from this definition. Interdisciplinary learning is:

•	 purposeful

•	 grounded in the disciplines

•	 integrative.

These qualities guide the design of interdisciplinary teaching 
and assessment of student work in the MYP.

The final document will be published on the OCC in May 2010. 
It will also be available for purchase from the IB store.

PowerPoint® presentations on the OCC
A selection of new PowerPoint® presentations has been 
placed on the OCC for schools to view. These can be 
downloaded from a news item and may be useful for in-school 
professional development or for individual teacher learning. 
The five PowerPoint® presentations available are in the areas 
of unit planning, special educational needs, interdisciplinary 
teaching and learning, task-specif ic clarif ications and 
latest developments in the MYP. The latest developments 
presentation is updated every January and June.

Subject group reviews
Please also refer to the “Curriculum review cycle” section, 
included at the end of this document.

MYP coordinators are very much encouraged to recommend 
teachers for curriculum review because it is important to 
have representation from a wide variety of MYP practitioners. 
The electronic C5 Teacher recommendation form on IBNET/
IBIS should be used for this purpose. (Go to “Coordinator 
handbook forms” and from the left-hand menu select 
“C5 Teacher recommendation form”.)

Even if teachers are unable to participate in curriculum review 
meetings, coordinators are asked to encourage feedback to 
the MYP team about the existing guides and their usefulness 
in the implementation of the MYP in the classroom. Regarding 
the ongoing reviews, all comments should be sent via email 
to myp@ibo.org.

Humanities guide
The Humanities guide review began in 2009 and continues 
in 2010. Teachers interested in providing feedback on 
draft documents should contact myp@ibo.org for further 
information.

Language B review and teacher support material
The language B subject area is in its second year of review. 
Two aims have been identified for the review. First, to align 
language B with the PYP and DP language learning rationale, 
and current developments and trends in language learning. 
Second, to increase flexibility, inclusivity and access to 
studying languages in the MYP. As part of the language B 
review, discussion has started concerning modification of 
the aims, objectives and criteria for classical languages, 
revival languages and sign languages. Teachers interested 
in participating in the discussion forum are encouraged to 
send an email to myp@ibo.org, with “Language B discussion 
forum” in the subject line.

The new Language  B guide is due to be published in 
January 2012, together with the Language B teacher support 
material to provide guidance to teachers and schools in 
implementing the changes.

Language B teacher support material: Additional examples of 
student work are now available on the MYP “Language B” 
page of the OCC.

Mathematics guide and teacher support material
The Mathematics guide underwent a mini-review in 2009. The 
purpose of this review was to allow for the synchronization 
of curriculum review cycles for mathematics in both the MYP 
and the DP. The main aim of this mini-review is to strengthen 
the continuum of mathematics teaching and learning 
across programmes. The new Mathematics guide is due to 
be published in 2011 and the Mathematics teacher support 
material will follow shortly after.

Mathematics continuum teacher support material
The Mathematics continuum teacher support material 
document is due for publication in December  2010. This 
support document will provide guidance to teachers and 
school leaders to plan for effective and meaningful continuity 
in their mathematics course from MYP to the DP, together 
with connections from the PYP. It is designed to provide a 
structure to help schools vertically align their mathematics 
course with examples for reference and will include editable 
templates linked to the “Appendix” section to support the 
alignment process. This document will be the first of many 
to support the continuum of IB education from the MYP to 
the DP.

Sciences teacher support material
The new Sciences teacher support material (February 2010) is 
available on the OCC to support teachers’ implementation of 
the new guide.

A new Sciences Taskbank (April 2010) on CD-ROM is available 
at the IB store.

Science across the continuum of IB programmes
The Sciences continuum support material is due for publication 
in early 2011. This document aims to articulate the IB position 
on teaching and learning science across IB programmes. As 
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with the Mathematics continuum teacher support material 
this will provide guidance to teachers and school leaders on 
planning and developing meaningful and effective continuity 
in their science curriculums across programmes.

Technology review and teacher support material
The new Technology guide review began in February 2010 for 
publication in January 2013. A second questionnaire will be 
released in August 2010 to support the development of the 
new guide. Coordinators are asked to encourage technology 
teachers to apply to be part of the review. Teachers can be 
recommended by coordinators by submitting a completed C5 
Teacher recommendation form and CV on IBNET/IBIS. The new 
Technology teacher support material is due to be published in 
July 2010. More examples of successful units of work will be 
added to the existing teacher support material to support 
teachers’ implementation of MYP technology in schools.

Personal project review and teacher support 
material
The new Personal project guide is due to be published in 
January 2011, followed by the Personal project teacher support 
material soon after.

A collection of 50 Excellent Personal Projects (March 2009) is 
available on CD-ROM at the IB store.

Coordinator support material
For the first time, the IB will publish support material aimed 
at MYP coordinators. This will be published on the OCC in 
August  2010. It will contain an example interdisciplinary 
unit planner, example areas of interaction vertical planning 
documentation, and MYP coordinator case studies. This 
support material will also complement the MYP guide to 
interdisciplinary teaching and learning (May 2010). The guide 
will be academic in its content, using case studies and a 
theoretical basis for the advice given. The Coordinator support 
material will contain a short summary, written as a step-by-
step guide, to planning interdisciplinary units.

It is important to note that the Evaluating MYP unit planners 
(August 2009) document will be withdrawn from the OCC in 
August 2010. A rewritten version will appear as part of this 
Coordinator support material.

MYP Coordinator’s handbook
The MYP Coordinator’s handbook 2009–2010 (August 2009) 
is available on the OCC in both PDF and HTML formats. The 
MYP Coordinator’s handbook 2010–2011 will be published on 
the OCC on 3 August.

Workshop leader resources update
Workshop leader resources are now officially part of the 
MYP curriculum review cycle. These are published on 
the workshop resource centre  (WRC), which is password 
protected for IB-approved workshop leaders only, and 

are designed to give workshop leaders the most up-to-
date information for use in workshops and at conferences. 
Workshop leaders are advised to check the news items for 
the availability of the resources on the WRC. For feedback 
or questions, or to report any problems or errors on the 
WRC, workshop leaders can contact the WRC  team via 
email at wrc@ibo.org.

Sciences, areas of interaction, and fundamental concepts 
workshop resources are now available on the WRC in all four 
of the MYP languages. Interdisciplinary teaching and learning 
workshop resources should also be added shortly in English, 
French and Spanish. The Personal project guide is currently 
under review, and workshop resources should be available 
early in 2011, in parallel with the new guide.

Recommended tasks and relevant student work that 
exemplifies all areas of the curriculum are also available on 
the subject-specific resources pages of the WRC.

Moderation and monitoring of 
assessment

Moderation reports
Schools have benefited from a significant enhancement 
to the moderation service from the June  2009 session. 
Moderation reports were available to view on IBIS following 
results issued on 1 September (1 February for the December 
session). This eliminates the need to send reports to schools 
via email.

Schools are asked to make it very clear to teachers that they 
should not attempt to contact moderators directly. Any 
queries relating to the reports should be sent to myp@ibo.org.

Moderation for school improvement
There is increasing anecdotal evidence from programme 
evaluation visits that those schools entering student 
grades for external validation through the moderation 
process are delivering outstanding programmes. The MYP 
assessment team has trained over 300 moderators and senior 
moderators, and the reports they produce for each subject 
registered at schools that moderate are detailed and useful 
in school-based curriculum review. In addition to ensuring 
global consistency between schools, moderation is an 
important process in helping schools to develop curriculums. 
Examples of moderation reports were posted on the OCC in 
December 2009. These demonstrate the formative nature of 
moderation, and show how registering can be a great benefit 
for the MYP in schools.

Classical languages
Modified criteria for classical languages have been developed, 
and teachers are encouraged to contact myp@ibo.org to 
request a copy of the draft criteria and to give feedback. The 
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criteria will be included in the next Language B guide due for 
publication in January 2012.

Submitting electronic samples for 
moderation
Schools are encouraged to consider alternatives to paper-
based moderation samples. Many have already successfully 
submitted samples on CD; it is hoped that more schools 
will adopt this format in the interests of reducing courier 
costs and environmental impact. Schools are also asked to 
consider uploading samples onto Basecamp in the subjects 
for which they find it practical to do so. Schools that would 
be interested in pursuing this option are asked to contact 
myp@ibo.org for further information.

IB websites
There are four important websites for MYP administrators, 
coordinators, teachers and heads of schools.

•	 http://www.ibo.org—IB website, for everyone, incorporating 
IB HeadNet for heads of schools and school principals

•	 http://occ.ibo.org—online curriculum centre (OCC), for 
teachers, MYP coordinators and administrators

•	 http://ibnet.ibo.org and http://ibis.ibo.org—MYP IBNET/
IBIS, for MYP coordinators

•	 http://store.ibo.org—IB store, for everyone

Publications

What products are available to support 
IB programmes?
With so many products and publications on the market to 
support the IB programmes, it can be difficult to distinguish 
which are approved or endorsed by the IB itself. To help 
you make an informed choice, please take note of the three 
following categories.

1. IB materials
Only materials produced by the IB itself should carry the 
IB logo or say “International Baccalaureate”, both of which 
are registered trademarks. The IB will not give permission 
for its name or logo to appear on any product other than 
those produced by the IB. A publisher or a supplier has to be 
working in cooperation with the IB to be permitted to use an 
IB trademark.

Examples of IB materials are:

•	 IB publications available from the OCC or the IB store

•	 IB merchandise available from the IB store.

2. IB materials produced under licence
The IB produces some materials in cooperation with other 
publishers or suppliers. The IB endorses such products and 
has been involved in their development.

Examples of IB-endorsed publications carrying the IB’s “in 
cooperation with” logo include:

•	 IB World Schools Yearbook  published by John  Catt 
Educational Ltd

•	 Global Issues published by Oxford University Press.

3. Other products targeting IB World Schools
Several publishers and suppliers independently produce 
materials for IB  World Schools. While it is reasonable for 
them to show that they intend their product to be for the 
IB market, it should not feature any IB  logo or trademark. 
Without an IB “in cooperation with” logo, it may be assumed 
that no endorsement of content has been given by the IB and 
no collaboration has taken place in the development of the 
product or publication.

IB store
The IB store (http://store.ibo.org) offers a range of IB products 
and services for the MYP. Copies of all MYP publications are 
available to schools through the IB store, including starter 
packs, guides and teacher support materials.

Visit the store to sign up for the quarterly newsletter for MYP-
specific products or to receive new product notifications.

Recent releases
MYP Sciences Taskbank
CD-ROM
Developed in consultation with experienced IB teachers and 
moderators, the MYP Sciences Taskbank (April 2010) is the first 
in a brand new series of subject-group taskbanks on CD-ROM 
for the MYP. The CD-ROM contains investigation ideas, written 
assignments and test questions for all years of the MYP, and is 
aligned with the new MYP Sciences guide (February 2010). The 
taskbank covers each of the MYP sciences disciplines: biology, 
chemistry, physics and sciences.

MYP Assess
Workbook
MYP Assess (April  2010) is an activity-based workbook for 
students in years 2 and 3 of the MYP. Through activities and 
reflections, MYP Assess encourages students to understand 
what constitutes assessment in the MYP setting. Students 
will learn, through interesting activities, how to assess for 
themselves, both inside the classroom and in real life. As with 
MYP Interact (July 2008) for year 1 of the MYP, the workbook 
can easily be used within subject classes or within general 
tutorials.
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Design cycle poster
Poster
A great visual tool for MYP classrooms, this design cycle 
poster is technology-themed, taking inspiration from the 
various stages in the design cycle itself. The poster is available 
in English, French and Spanish.

World map poster
Poster
This large, eye-catching trilingual world map poster shows 
the density of IB World Schools around the world and features 
interesting statistics and facts about the IB community. This 
large poster is perfect for display in classrooms, corridors and 
offices in your school.

Forthcoming releases
There is a new product alert facility available on the IB store 
that triggers an email to interested parties when a new 
product is published. To sign up for the publications that 
are relevant to you, visit the “New product alert” area of the 
IB store. Many publications also have sample pages available 
to download.

MYP subject-specific ethics posters
Posters
Due for release later in the year, this high-quality and vibrant 
set of subject-specific posters will creatively promote inquiry 
and discussion in all MYP classrooms.

Taskbanks
CD-ROM
Taskbanks for mathematics and language A will be published 
in January 2011, and for humanities in January 2012.

In cooperation with other publishers
MYP Global Issues series
Published in collaboration with Oxford University Press (OUP), 
the Global Issues: Project Organizers series is a set of five, write-
in Project Organizers, one for each year of the MYP. Each project 
organizer is full colour and contains six units, each with a 
different theme drawn from the UN Millennium Development 
Goals and supporting international-mindedness.

Global Issues: Project Organizers 1–5 are available to purchase 
directly from www.OxfordSecondary.co.uk/myp.

New gift items
We have recently added some great new gadgets and IB gifts 
to our range. They include:

•	 an engraved solitaire IB Maglite torch—small enough to 
fit on your key ring

•	 a world travel adaptor—an ideal gift for frequent 
travellers

•	 an elegant silver mini lapel pin to join the ever-popular 
pin collection

•	 an updated IB baseball cap and IB World School activity 
bottle

•	 a flower-shaped multi-highlighter pen

•	 a wooden pencil set for students.

To view a list of current IB gift items, visit the IB store today.

Contact
Visit the IB store at http://store.ibo.org where you can do the 
following.

•	 Find out more about the new titles for 2010

•	 Check out the best-sellers

•	 Learn how to place an order

•	 Read or leave a book or product review

•	 Sign up for new title updates and the IB store newsletter

Phone: +44 29 2054 7746
Fax: +44 29 2054 7779
Email: sales@ibo.org

Please note that all prices are accurate as of May 2010 but are 
subject to change. Please visit the IB store for the latest prices.

Important update to intellectual 
property rules

The following document has been updated and contains 
important messages for schools about use of the IB’s logos 
and trademarks: Rules and policy for use of IB intellectual 
property. Please note in particular section I “Trademarks and 
logos” and follow the link to the list of IB trademarks.

This is a restatement of a position that the IB has held for 
some time and, for the sake of the IB world community and 
of the IB’s own reputation, the IB continues to take seriously 
schools’ misuse of the IB’s name and logo.

If your school uses a name that is different from the name 
by which the IB knows you (for example, as recorded on the 
school page on the IB’s website), and contains an IB term 
(namely, “World School”, “IB” or “International Baccalaureate”), 
please revert to the original name. Any changes to school 
names taking place after the date of IB authorization 
must be officially requested and confirmed with the IB. 
If in doubt, contact your regional office as soon as possible.

If your school uses any IB logo, other than the “IB World 
School” logo, on publications, stationery, advertising or its 
website, please see that it is removed. Also, remember to use 
the “IB World School” logo exactly as downloaded from the 
IB’s website at “Communicating the IB”, where you can also 
find the IB “banner” or “button” to enable you to link directly 
to your own web page on the IB’s site.
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Show the world that you are an 
“IB World School”

The presence of the International Baccalaureate® is growing 
throughout the world. We know that IB World Schools are 
justifiably proud of being part of the wider IB world, and 
hope that the recognition and regard for the schools offering 
IB programmes will also continue to grow.

To increase awareness of the IB programmes at your school, 
you can create visual links with the IB on your website 
and can use the IB  World School logo (above), especially 
created and registered as a trademark for your use, on your 
stationery, advertising and publicity material. Many IB World 
Schools already display the logo on their websites, either on 
the homepage or on an information banner. The files and 
guidelines for use of the logo are available for you at: https://
www.ibo.org/communications/schools/downloads/logos.cfm.

In addition to, or in place of, the logo you can add a link (in 
English, French or Spanish) to your school page on the IB 
website. This can be done by adding an IB banner (below left) 
or button (below right) to your website.

       

These can be downloaded from https://www.ibo.org/
communications/schools/downloads/linkpage.cfm. On the 
web page there are also instructions on how to place these 
on your school website and create the link to your school 
page. There are four different versions available to suit 
different styles of pages. By adding the link to your school 
page you enable potential students and parents who browse 
your site to verify quickly which IB programmes your school 
offers. You also provide them with the contact details for your 
school’s IB coordinator and access to information about the 
IB’s programmes.

When using the logos or links, ensure you follow the 
guidelines and make no changes to the graphics. If you have 
any problems with this, please contact web@ibo.org.

Please note that the IB reserves the corporate logo for itself 
(the IB button with the words “International Baccalaureate” 
alongside in one or three languages). It should never be used 
by schools.

The IB grant
The IB grant provides short-term grants for schools 
experiencing financial challenges or wanting to increase 
access to IB programmes.

Who can apply?
This fund offers grants to schools in the following two 
categories.

•	 Category 1: IB World Schools experiencing temporary 
financial difficulties owing to unpredictable circumstances 
beyond their control.

•	 Category 2: IB World Schools or implementing schools 
that can clearly demonstrate that they are significantly 
widening access to IB programme(s) and/or that they 
will be significantly broadening the diversity of the 
IB community.

Nature of the grants
Grants are short-term, valid for one year with a possible 
extension to two years maximum. Funds can be used for the 
training of teachers and administrators, the payment of the IB 
annual school fee for one or more programmes, or to support 
creative schemes to widen access and diversity.

Grants will take the form of a credit to the school’s IB account 
to enable a rebate in fees, payment of workshop expenses in 
lieu of direct payments to the IB Organization on behalf of 
a school or education district, or in lieu of reimbursement 
of costs incurred through schemes to widen access and 
diversity. Schools will be expected to submit a report after 
the funds have been expended.

The ongoing sustainability of an IB programme in the school 
is a key consideration in awarding a grant. Schools will not 
normally be eligible for more than two awards.

The IB grant committee
This committee will make recommendations to the director 
of access and advancement regarding grants to schools from 
this fund.

Criteria
In setting priorities for funding, the committee will consider:

•	 schools that provide access to a significant proportion 
of students from low- and middle-income countries (as 
defined by the World Bank)

•	 state schools in high-income countries that operate in 
areas of significant social challenge

•	 the long-term financial viability and sustainability of the IB 
programmes in the school.
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Applications
Applications in 2010–2011 close on the following dates.

•	 30 September 2010

•	 30 March 2011

Application forms are available on the IB public website.

Updates or changes regarding the IB grant will be posted 
periodically on the IB public website. (Please check on 
About the IB>Access and Advancement>IB Grants or
http://www.ibo.org/accessandadvancement/ibgrants/).

Af ter  completion,  the form should be emailed to 
ibgrant@ibo.org at IB Singapore. Schools will be notified 
of the outcome of their grant application about one month 
after the application deadline. The advancement division 
is responsible for the administration of the IB  grant. 
Please address any queries to the advancement office at 
ibgrant@ibo.org.

MYP curriculum review cycle
The MYP process of curriculum review follows a seven-
year cycle. This includes an investigation (research) year, 
three years of curriculum review meetings and document 
development managed by the MYP team in Cardiff, and 
three years of implementation of the subject guide in schools 
before the cycle begins again.

Guides have been undergoing mini-reviews in the last 
three years, with shorter versions published. The purpose 
of these reviews is to reduce repeating information from 
MYP: From principles into practice (August 2008) and to allow 
for the synchronization of curriculum review cycles for all 

subject areas in both the MYP and the DP. All curriculum 
reviews include staff from each of the three IB programmes. 
In synchronizing subject reviews, there will be greater 
articulation between the programmes.

Schools are reminded that, to be considered as an IB World 
School, a school is strongly encouraged to offer all aspects 
of the MYP to all students in the years in which it is being 
offered. This may have implications for the curriculum review 
process within schools.

Subject Publication date of next 
revised guide 

Language A January 2016

Language B* January 2012

Humanities January 2012

Sciences February 2014

Mathematics January 2011

Arts January 2015

Physical education January 2014

Technology January 2013

Personal project January 2011

MYP: From principles into 
practice

August 2015

*Publication date one year in advance, to align with DP 
group 2 review cycle.


